Introduction
Protecting the environment is an important dimension of the maintenance and management of shared water resources. Sustainable utilization of transboundary water resources cannot be separated from questions of environmental protection. It is therefore no surprise that environmental aspects have progressively made their way into the body of norms regulating the management and protection of freshwater resources, increasingly so since the Stockholm Conference of 1972. The Principles articulated in the resulting Declaration on the Human Environment1 have since become the guiding standards for international environmental agreements; equally, the obligation to protect the environment of international watercourses has received increased recognition in specific treaty instruments. Environment and Development3 reiterated many of the Stockholm Principles, while balancing protection of the environment with the need for economic and social development. Since these two UN Conferences, international water agreements that deal with the protection of riverine ecosystems and water quality have seen a remarkable growth in number.4 Depending on the priorities of the interested parties in the region where they apply, water treaties may have a stronger or weaker environmental focus. In the UNECE region, environmental concerns and pollution control are given central importance. Initiatives to clean up polluted rivers have been rolled out in Western Europe and North America since the 1970s, in particular in reaction to catastrophic industrial accidents.5 The effects of 40 years of economic development characterized by a focus on heavy industry and on output maximization rather than sustainability in both industry and agriculture led to numerous environmental initiatives in Eastern Europe and Central Asia after the end of the Cold War. It was against this background that the UNECE Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (hereinafter 'UNECE Water Convention') was developed.6 The UNECE Water Convention's focus is on prevention, control and reduction of transboundary impacts, with the particular objective of water quality control. It encompasses important environmental principles embodied in the Rio Declaration of 1992, such as the polluter-pays principle and the precautionary principle. 7 The Convention's objective -namely, to promote the protection of the environment, health and sustainable development -receives support from other multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) signed by its parties. A number of these MEAs intervene in the protection of riverine ecosystems and aquifer recharge zones and thus contribute to achieving sustainable management of transboundary water resources (2). While the objectives of these conventions are often focused on a specific environmental issue, they complement international water agreements, such as the UNECE Water Convention (3).
